
JIM STERK
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Washington native James M. Sterk was appointed 
Washington State University’s director of athletics in 
June of 2000.  In his five years, Sterk has overseen 
unprecedented growth and success by the Cou-
gars’ 17 intercollegiate athletics teams and the 485 
individuals who compete for WSU annually, includ-
ing WSU’s best finish and highest point total in the 
history of the Athletic Directors Cup competition 
among NCAA schools.

WSU’s success on the gridiron in the 21st cen-
tury - three consecutive 10-win seasons - has more 
than done its part to draw national attention to the 
Cougar sports programs.  In addition, 13 Cougar 

teams have been represented in postseason competition.

Facility improvements have also been among projects Sterk has tackled.  
WSU recently completed a major baseball field renovation and became the first 
collegiate program to have FieldTurf as its playing surface.  An ambitious capital 
improvement plan is underway to enhance many other WSU sport facilities, 
including major changes to Martin Stadium, the home of Cougar football.

A 1979 graduate of Western Washington, Sterk received his master’s degree 
in sports administration from Ohio University.  His professional career has 
included positions at North Carolina, Maine, Seattle Pacific, Tulane and Portland 
State, the latter as director of athletics for five years before coming to Pullman.

The foundation of Sterk’s leadership plan is based on five areas:  the student-
athlete experience, resource acquisition, personnel, political dynamics and facili-
ties.  All five areas have enjoyed growth since his arrival in Pullman.

Sterk currently is a member of the prestigious NCAA Championship/Compe-
tition cabinet and has served on numerous Pacific-10 Conference committees 
during his tenure at WSU.

Sterk and his wife, Debi, have three children, Ashley, Amy and Abby.

V. LANE RAWLINS
PRESIDENT

V. Lane Rawlins is a noted economist and aca-
demic leader.  Today, as the ninth president of 
Washington State University, he leads one of the top 
public research universities in the United States.

Rawlins took office in June 2000, after serving 
as president of The University of Memphis for nine 
years.  

The strategic plan he initiated solidifies WSU’s 
commitment to undergraduate education second to 
none and to world class research and scholarship.  
The university’s motto - World Class. Face to Face. 
- reflects that commitment.

His association with WSU started more than 30 years ago when he joined 
the Department of Economics faculty.  He served as department chair and then 
as WSU’s vice provost.  Rawlins was also academic affairs vice chancellor of the 
University of Alabama system.

He earned his bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University in 1963 and 
earned his Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1969, both in 
economics.  Rawlins is the co-author of two books, has published widely, and 
has taught labor economics and the economics of education.  He has received 
many awards, including those recognizing him as a communicator, humanitar-
ian and educator.

An avid fan of WSU athletics, he cheers on the Cougars at many sports events 
and enjoys fly fishing, golf, history and literature.

Rawlins and his wife, Mary Jo, have three children and 11 grandchildren.

KEN CASAVANT
FACULTY ATHLETICS REPRESENTATIVE

Ken Casavant, a member of the Washington State 
University family since 1967, has served as WSU’s 
Faculty Athletic Representative to the Pacific-10 
Conference and the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association since 1999.

Casavant, who served as the president of the 
Pacific-10 in 2001, came to WSU as a graduate 
research assistant in the Department of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics.  He was named an assis-
tant professor in 1971, an associate professor in 
1975 and a full professor in 1980.

In 1979, Casavant received the R.M. Wade award 
for outstanding teacher in the college of agriculture 

at WSU, and in 1990, he earned the distinguished WSU Faculty of the Year 
award.  Casavant was elected vice-chair (1991-92) and chair (1992-93) of the 
WSU Faculty Senate and has been accorded the Distinguished Teacher award by 
the American Agricultural Economics Association.  He was named Distinguished 
Scholar by the Western Agricultural Economics Association in 2003 for his 
nationally recognized work as a transportation economist.

During his tenure at WSU, Casavant has served as associate director for the 
Washington State Transportation Center (1984-87) and the interim Vice-Provost 
for Academic Affairs and interim Vice-Provost for Research (1998).

The North Dakota native is a 1965 graduate of North Dakota State Uni-
versity, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in agricultural economics.  He 
received his master’s degree from NDSU, followed by a Ph.D., from WSU in 
1971.

Ken and his wife Dorothy have two grown daughters, Michele and Colette.

MARCIA SANEHOLTZ
SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATHLETIC  
DIRECTOR/SWA

Marcia Saneholtz has been an integral part of 
Cougar Athletics for more than two decades and has 
been instrumental in the improvement of facilities 
since her appointment in 1982.  She was the driving 
force in attaining the 1997 NCAA Division I Women’s 
Volleyball Championships, 2001 and 2008 Women’s 
Basketball West Regional and 2003 and 2007 Men’s 
Basketball First and Second Rounds for Washington 
State to host at the Spokane Arena. 

From March 6 until July 1, 2000, Saneholtz served 
as the interim Athletic Director at WSU.  Saneholtz 
was named a WSU Woman of Distinction in 2003.

Originally from Napoleon, Ohio, Saneholtz 
received her bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University and taught 
in the Los Angeles public schools for three years.  She moved north, taught in 
the Shoreline (Wash.) public school system as a substitute and coached in the 
CYO and Seattle Parks Department programs.  She was active in the Washing-
ton, Northwest, and national officials associations from 1973-82.

After earning her master’s degree in sports administration at the University of 
Washington, Saneholtz was appointed the assistant women’s athletic director at 
Washington State.

Saneholtz was promoted to associate athletic director in 1982 and currently 
serves as senior associate directors of athletics and is the Senior Woman Admin-
istrator at WSU.

She served on the National Association of Collegiate Women’s Athletic 
Administrators (NACWAA) Board of Directors from 1987-94, including a term as 
president in 1992-93.  She was selected the NACWAA National Administrator of 
the Year in 1997.

Saneholtz has been a strong presence on several NCAA committees.  She 
has served as the chair of the NCAA Women’s Division I Volleyball Committee.  
Other NCAA memberships include the Committee on Athletic Certification 
(1993-99), chair of the Peer Selection Subcommittee (1992-99), President’s 
Commission Liaison Committee (1992-96), and the Women’s Committee on 
Committees (1989-92). She has also served on numerous Pacific-10 Conference 
committees including two terms as vice president (1988-89 and 1998-99).  Cur-
rently, she is a member of the NCAA Committee on Women’s Athletics.

Saneholtz and her husband, Byron, have two grown daughters, Jennifer and 
Amy.
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WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT  MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of the Athletic Department to create and foster an environment which provides opportunities for all student-athletes to enrich their collegiate 
experience through participation on athletic teams which are competitive at the conference and national level.  In concert with the mission and values of Washington 
State University, the department is dedicated to providing opportunities, which will enhance the intellectual, physical, social, moral and cultural development of the 
whole person, while conducting all activities with honesty and integrity in accordance with the principles of good sportsmanship and ethical conduct.  The Athletic 
Department values gender and ethnic diversity and is committed to providing equitable opportunities for all students and staff.  The department will pursue its mission 
while upholding the values, purposes and policies of Washington State University, the Pacific-10 Conference, and the National Collegiate Athletic Association.
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