
Brian Heffernan enters his inaugural season 

with Washington State volleyball as a fi rst-year 

head coach determined to build a successful 

program.

Heffernan becomes the 10th volleyball 

coach in WSU history and plans to put his 

unique stamp on the program.  He takes the 

reins committed to building a “fl agship” colle-

giate volleyball program through the creation 

of a positive and productive environment for 

student-athletes.  Heffernan’s immediate concerns are 

developing consistency and building trusting relation-

ships through competence and interactions among the 

players and new staff.

“The foundation of my coaching philosophy is ‘ath-

lete fi rst’,” the 34 year-old Heffernan said. “Putting the 

athlete fi rst runs deeper than mere consideration for the 

well-being of the women we coach. It requires under-

standing how to serve women and power under, not 

power over them. Growth is a product of overcoming 

adversity and moving beyond one’s comfort zone.”

Dedicated to building team chemistry and promoting 

an “out-work and out-prepare” work ethic, Heffernan 

looks to bring his own brand of success to the Cougar 

volleyball program.

Heffernan, a native of Eden, New York, earned a B.S. 

degree in secondary education and biological studies in 

1993 from Penn State University in State College, Pa.  He 

was a member of the Penn State men’s volleyball squad 

from 1991-1993 and played in three NCAA men’s vol-

leyball national semi-fi nals with the Nittany Lions.  Hef-

fernan returned to Penn State as an assistant coach with 

the men’s volleyball program in 1994 and helped lead 

the team to the 1994 NCAA Championship. 

After his tenure at Penn State, Heffernan moved to 

California and spent two years as a volunteer assistant 

for the men’s volleyball program at Pepperdine Univer-
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sity.  During his stint in Malibu, Heffernan founded the 

Renegade Volleyball Club serving as director and head 

coach through 1999.  The club produced the 1996 Davis 

Festival Champions 

and the 1998 USAV 

Junior National Cham-

pionship Silver Medal-

ist. Notable Renegade 

athletes include NCAA 

All-Americans Sherisa 

Livingston (University 

of Wisconsin), Brooke 

Niles (UC Santa Bar-

bara), Brooke Rundle 

(UC Santa Barbara), and the 2003 NCAA Division I Player 

of the Year, Kim Willoughby (University of Hawaii).

While with the Renegade club, Heffernan took advan-

tage of other coaching opportunities, serving as an 

assistant coach with the USA Women’s Youth National 

Volleyball team for the 1998 NORCECA Championships 

in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, and was head coach of the 

USA Women’s Junior National Volleyball Team for the 

1999 World Championships.  He also volunteered as 

an assistant with the women’s volleyball program at Cal 

State Los Angeles in 1998.

Heffernan continued his collegiate 

coaching career at the University of 

Minnesota in 2000, spending four 

seasons with the women’s volleyball 

program; two as associate head coach 

after serving as an assistant his fi rst two 

seasons with head coach Mike Hebert.  

The Golden Gophers experienced 

much success with Heffernan on staff, 

claiming the 2002 Big Ten Confer-

ence championship and reaching the 

2003 NCAA Championship semi-fi nal 

match.  The 2002 and 2000 UM teams 

made NCAA Sweet Sixteen appear-

ances along with a second round 

appearance by the 2001 squad.  In 

addition to his coaching duties at Min-

nesota, Heffernan assisted Hebert and the U.S. National 

Team in their training for the 2003 Pan American Games 

in the Dominican Republic.

Ever active in the 

development of young 

players, Heffernan is 

co-owner of Minnesota 

Volleyball Camps Inc., 

which runs success-

ful volleyball camps in 

Iowa, Minnesota, North 

Dakota and Wyoming.  

He also plans to imple-

ment a strategic caravan of camps and clinics in Wash-

ington during his fi rst two years at WSU to foster positive 

Cougar experiences throughout the state.

In addition to coaching, Heffernan taught classes while 

at Penn State and Minnesota, along with a three-year 

stint at Oak Park High School in Agoura Hills, Calif., as 

a biology, chemistry, and global sciences teacher.  Con-

tinuing his education, Heffernan expects to receive his 

master’s degree in applied kinesiology and exercise sci-

ence from the University of Minnesota in January 2005.

Coach Heffernan and his wife, Carol, have a two 

daughters, 2-year-old Kate, and 9-month-old Jane.

“Developing the ability to work with and for others 
toward common goals is a skill that will benefi t each 
student-athlete throughout their lifetime. Through this 
process, student-athletes realize that setting, working 
toward and reaching goals is among the most reward-
ing achievements in team sports.” 

—Brian Heffernan
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JODY GARY
Assistant Volleyball Coach

An energetic and charismatic leader, Jody Garry joins 
the Cougar volleyball staff as an assistant coach.

Garry, born Jody Paperno, hails from Chatsworth, 
Calif., where she was All-CIF at Chatsworth High and 
named MVP of the L.A. Valley All-Stars team.  Comple-
menting a stellar high school career, Garry also played 
three years for the Thunder Volleyball Club, formerly 
the So-Cal Volleyball Club.

She proved to be a powerhouse for the Fighting 
Sioux at the University of North Dakota where she 
started at outside hitter from 1992-1995.  A two-time 
team captain, Garry earned fi rst team All-North Central 
Conference honors and led the team in hitting percent-
age in 1995.  She was also the team leader in kills in 
1994 (293) and 1995 (393) and remains the last Sioux 
player to lead the team in kills in consecutive years.  Still 
prominently listed in the UND career record books, 
Garry ranks eighth in kills (1,085), seventh in total 
attempts (2,973), and seventh in digs (1,222).

Garry spent the summer of 1995 as an intern for 
USA Volleyball in Colorado Springs before returning 
to the Fighting Sioux volleyball program for the 1996 
season as a volunteer assistant coach.  She received her 
bachelors degree in kinesiology from North Dakota in 
December 1996. 

An AAA-rated beach volleyball player, Garry spent the 
summer of 1997 touring professionally in Italy before 
joining the staff at Saint Mary’s College in Moraga, 
Calif.  She spent three seasons with the Gaels as the top 
assistant coach and recruiting coordinator.  While at 
SMC, Garry added a physical education teaching cre-
dential to her bachelors degree and coached the Lam-
orinda Volleyball Club, which qualifi ed a team for the 
Junior Olympics.

Garry moved to Southern California in 2000 to 
continue her beach volleyball career, playing in the 
California Beach Volleyball Association and qualifying 
tournaments for Beach Volleyball America.  Garry and 
her doubles partner cracked the top-20 rankings of the 
CBVA and competed in qualifying tournaments with the 
Association of Volleyball Professionals’ Tour.  She also 
served as the top assistant at Golden West College in 
Huntington Beach, Calif., and coached with the Golden 
West Volleyball Club.

Named head coach at Adams State College in Ala-
mosa, Colo., in 2001, Garry left after one season to 
marry Kirby Garry, an assistant football coach at the 
University of South Dakota.  Garry served as the assis-
tant volleyball coach at South Dakota and helped lead 
the 2002 squad to a 16-win season, the most wins in 20 
years for the USD program.

Garry comes to WSU from Idaho State University in 
Pocatello, Idaho, where she was the top assistant coach 
for a Bengals team that fi nished the 2003 season with 
20 wins.  It was the best season in a decade for the 
ISU volleyball program 
and earned the squad 
a third place fi nish in 
the Big Sky Conference.  
While in Pocatello, Garry 
coached in the USAV 
Intermountain Volleyball 
Association and served 
as the Co-Director for 
the Idaho Club Vision 
team.

She is currently pursu-
ing a masters degree in 
education through Saint 
Mary’s College.

cougarcoaches
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KEVIN WRAY
Assistant Volleyball Coach

cougarcoaches

Kevin Wray brings experience and enthusiasm to the 
Washington State volleyball program as an assistant 
coach after a successful coaching career at the club 
level.

Wray graduated from Huntington Beach High in 1994 
where he spent four years as an outside hitter for the 
Oilers boy’s volleyball team.  Wray fi nished his high 
school career with back to back CIF Div. I Southern Cali-
fornia titles.  In addition, he also played with the Kokoro 
Club volleyball team.

Continuing his playing career at Golden West Com-
munity College in Huntington Beach, Calif., Wray was 
a setter on the 1995 and 1997 men’s volleyball squads, 
redshirting the 1996 season.  During his stay at Golden 
West, the Rustlers won three consecutive community 

college state cham-
pionships.

His coaching 
career began at the 
club level as head 
coach for the Asics 
Nova Volleyball 
Club in Long Beach, 
Calif.  From 1999-
2003 he coached 
for the Golden 
West Girls Volleyball 
Club in Hunting-
ton Beach, lead-
ing teams to gold 
medals in the Junior 

National Olympics in 2001 and 2003. Wray has also 
coached at summer camps in California and Texas.

Wray moved on to Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 
where he served as a volunteer assistant coach and 
student manager for the women’s volleyball program. 
Assisting with training, scouting, and game day set up, 
he helped lead the team to NCAA Division I tournament 
bids in 1999 and 2000.  Wray was a setter/outside hitter 
on the Baylor men’s volleyball club team which fi nished 
the 1999 season ranked eighth overall in the collegiate 
club national rankings.  Wray received his bachelors 
degree in education from Baylor in 2000.

After his graduation from Baylor, Wray spent a year in 
California as the head junior varsity coach and a varsity 
assistant for the boy’s and girl’s volleyball squads at 
Mater Dei High in Santa Ana, Calif.  Wray helped lead 
the Monarchs girl’s varsity team to the fi rst CIF Champi-
onship in the 52 year existence of the school’s volleyball 
program.  He returned to Baylor in the fall of 2001 to 
continue his duties with the women’s volleyball pro-
gram and teach physical education classes.

A member of the California Beach Volleyball Associa-
tion, Wray achieved semi professional status from 1999-
2003.

Kevin is engaged to be married to Melissa Alston in 
June 2005.
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KEVIN MARTS
Volunteer
Assistant Coach
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cougarstaff

Jonell Peterson
Volleyball Principal 

Assistant 

Cynthia Prieto
Academic Counselor

Barb Russell
Athletic Trainer

Amy Carroll
Student Athletic Trainer

Ashley Wollam
Student Athletic Trainer

Aaron Schlueter
Equipment Manager

Molly McNeil
Student Equipment 

Manager

Lisa Young
Student Equipment 

Manager

Matt Ludwig
Strength and

Conditioning Coach

Jon Jensen
Cougar Sports 

Radio Announcer

Kevin Marts returns 
for his second season 
as a volunteer assistant 
coach for the Cougar 
women’s volleyball 
program.  

Marts has served 
as the captain and 
president of the WSU 
men’s volleyball 

club team for four years.  He was named to the NIRSA 
National Championship All-Tournament Team and to 
the Pacifi c Conference All-tournament Team four times.  
Two times Marts was named the Pacifi c Conference 
Tournament MVP.  He has also played in tournaments 
on USAV select teams.

In addition to playing with the WSU men’s club team, 
Marts has also been the club’s head coach for two sea-
sons.  

Other coaching experiences include the Palouse 
Juniors Girls Club under 17 team, at the Washington 
State Volleyball summer camp, at NBC summer camp, 
and at Colfax Junior and Senior Highs.  Marts has also 
been an instructor for a volleyball class at WSU.

Marts spent fi ve summers working as a Merchant 
Marine and has two years of association with Cascade 
and Olympic National Parks Search and Rescue teams 
and was a search and rescue instructor at Torres del 
Paine National Park in Chile.

While attending WSU, Marts is pursuing degrees in 
psychology and communication.
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Numerical Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Exp. Hometown (School)

3 Jennifer Todd MB 6-2 SO 1V Henderson, Nev. (Green Valley High)

4 Gwen Davis S/RS 5-11 JR-RS TR Walla Walla, Wash. (Walla Walla High/Spokane CC)

5 Nicole Martin S 5-11 FR HS Carmel, Ind. (Carmel High)

7 Stacey Holbrook L/DS 5-5 SR 1V Newhall, Calif. (Hart High, College of the Canyons)

8 Jessie Camp OH 6-0 SO 1V Gresham, Ore. (Sam Barlow High)

9 Megan Camp L/DS 5-4 JR 2V Spokane, Wash. (Ferris High)

10 McKenzie Burgess OH 5-11 SO 1V Benton City, Wash. (Kiona-Benton City High)

11 Alison Billingsley L/DS 5-3 SR 3V Walla Walla, Wash. (Walla Walla High)

12 Liz Spear MB 6-2 SO 1V Surrey, B.C., Canada (Clayton Hts. Secondary School)

13 Jen Barcus MB 6-1 RS-SO 1V Nine Mile Falls, Wash. (Lakeside High)

14 Kelly Rosin LS/RS 6-1 SO 1V Springfi eld, Ore. (Springfi eld High)

16 April Lott MB 5-11 SO 1V Kennewick, Wash. (Kamiakin High)

17 Carly Hayashikawa L/DS 5-4 RS-FR TR Waikoloa, Hawaii (Hawaii Preparatory Academy/Hawaii)

18 Kali Richards S 5-7 SO 1V Spokane, Wash. (Lewis and Clark High)

21 Kristin Kelley LS/RS 6-2 FR HS Pasadena, Calif. (LaSalle College Prep)

Head Coach:  Brian Heffernan (First year)

Assistant Coaches:  Jody Garry, Kevin Wray

Alphabetical Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Exp. Hometown (School)

13 Jen Barcus MB 6-1 RS-SO 1V Nine Mile Falls, Wash. (Lakeside High)

11 Alison Billingsley L/DS 5-3 SR 3V Walla Walla, Wash. (Walla Walla High)

10 McKenzie Burgess OH 5-11 SO 1V Benton City, Wash. (Kiona-Benton City High)

8 Jessie Camp OH 6-0 SO 1V Gresham, Ore. (Sam Barlow High)

9 Megan Camp L/DS 5-4 JR 2V Spokane, Wash. (Ferris High)

4 Gwen Davis S/RS 5-11 JR-RS TR Walla Walla, Wash. (Walla Walla High/Spokane CC)

17 Carly Hayashikawa L/DS 5-4 RS-FR TR Waikoloa, Hawaii (Hawaii Preparatory Academy/Hawaii)

7 Stacey Holbrook L/DS 5-5 SR 1V Newhall, Calif. (Hart High, College of the Canyons)

21 Kristin Kelley LS/RS 6-2 FR HS Pasadena, Calif. (LaSalle College Prep)

16 April Lott MB 5-11 SO 1V Kennewick, Wash. (Kamiakin High)

3 Jennifer Todd MB 6-2 SO 1V Henderson, Nev. (Green Valley High)

5 Nicole Martin S 5-11 FR HS Carmel, Ind. (Carmel High)

18 Kali Richards S 5-7 SO 1V Spokane, Wash. (Lewis and Clark High)

14 Kelly Rosin LS/RS 6-1 SO 1V Springfi eld, Ore. (Springfi eld High)

12 Liz Spear MB 6-2 SO 1V Surrey, B.C., Canada (Clayton Hts. Secondary School)

Head Coach:  Brian Heffernan (First year)

Assistant Coaches:  Jody Garry, Kevin Wray

cougarroster
2004 Washington State Cougar Volleyball
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seasonoutlook
Washington State Volleyball 
Enters Heffernan Era

Brian Heffernan became the 10th volleyball coach in Wash-
ington State University history June 3, 2004.  Heffernan joins 
the Cougars after a successful four-year stint at the University 
of Minnesota as an associate head coach and an assistant 
coach.  The Golden Gophers were the Big Ten Conference 
2002 champions and reached the national semi-fi nal match 
in 2003 after NCAA Sweet Sixteen appearances in both 2000 
and 2002 and a second round contest in 2001.

“Brian’s knowledge and experience make him a great selec-
tion to lead the Cougar volleyball program,” Cougar Direc-
tor of Athletics Jim Sterk said.  “He was an integral part of 
Minnesota’s Sweet Sixteen and Final Four fi nishes the past two 
seasons and he understands the great volleyball tradition we 
have at Washington State.”

Joining Heffernan on the coaching staff are assistants Jody 
Garry and Kevin Wray, formerly with the Idaho State and 
Baylor University volleyball programs, respectively.  The new 
coaching staff is excited to take on the opportunity to build 
on the work and success of the past for Cougar volleyball.

Heffernan sees a Cougar 
roster with many players with-
out a lot of collegiate playing 
experience.  Returning starters 
from last year’s 9-20 squad 
include three sophomores and 
a senior libero.  Newcomers 
include two freshmen who are 
expected to see playing time 
immediately.

Eight sophomores are back 
for the 2004 season including 
starters Jennifer Todd, Jen Barcus and Kelly Rosin.  Todd is a 
6-3 middle blocker who averaged 1.21 blocks per game last 
season, fourth best in the conference, and was named to the 
2003 Pac-10 All-Freshman First Team.  Barcus, a 6-1 redshirt 
sophomore, averaged 1.16 blocks per game in the middle, 
sixth-best in the Pac-10.  Rosin, a 6-1 outside hitter, averaged 
0.75 blocks per game.  As freshmen, the three players totaled 

nearly 75 percent of the team’s total blocks, which averaged 
out to 2.61 blocks per game, third highest in the league.  This 
trio also brings back nearly 40 percent of the kills from the 
2003 Cougar squad.

“Our returning middle blockers are very physical and very 
capable,” Heffernan said.  “We want to help them improve 
their range and their ability to hit different shots so they 
become more effi cient hitters.  Kelly Rosin is a tremendous 
athlete.  We want to see what she can do on the left side 
where she would be more involved in the offense.”

Senior Alison Billingsley, libero/defensive specialist, returns 
with a 2.54 digs per game average.  She shared time on the 
court last season with now junior Megan Camp, who had 
2.10 digs per game.  The new rule permitting the libero to 
serve will be good news to these Cougs as it will allow the 
team to keep the best ball-control players on the court in 
every rotation.

Freshmen Nicole Martin and Kristin Kelley bring valuable 
high-caliber club experience to the Cougar team.  Martin is a 
6-0 setter from Carmel, Ind., and played with the Circle City 
Volleyball Club, one of the top teams in the Midwest.  During 
the summer she also spent two weeks at the Sports Perfor-

mance Volleyball Academy in 
Chicago, in an intensive setter 
training program.  Kelley, a 6-3 
middle blocker/outside hitter 
from Pasadena, Calif., played 
on the Southern California Vol-
leyball Club and attended the 
prestigious Toshi Yoshida Elite 
Volleyball Camp.  

“Any time you have a young 
and inexperienced team and 
you are relying on an even 
younger and more inexperi-

enced player at a critical position, there are going to be chal-
lenges,” Heffernan said.  “Nicole has a very strong personality 
and work ethic.  We are excited about what Nicole will learn 
at the Sports Performance Academy and bring back to the 
program.  I watched Kristin play during the summer and she is 
a great athlete who is going to fi t into our lineup somewhere.  
We’ll try her at a couple of positions early in our training and 
see where she best compliments our team needs.

“At the same time, I want to create the situation for both 
Nicole and Kristin where the weight of the world is not on 
their shoulders to carry this program,” Heffernan said.  “They 
have played at a high level through the junior ranks and I am 
really looking forward to them coming in and making imme-
diate contributions to the future of our program.”

Jessie Camp, a 6-1 outside hitter who saw action in half 
the games last season returns after sitting out the spring drills 
following knee surgery.  She is expected to be ready to par-
ticipate fully this fall and will compete for playing time on the 
left side.

Sophomore walk-on setter Kali Richards has rejoined the 

“I look at our preseason schedule and see 
several games that we can win and I’m very 
comfortable with that.  I want to give our 
team the best opportunity to do that early 
in the season.”  

—Cougar Head Coach Brian Heffernan
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seasonoutlook
Cougar team after posting 260 assists in 48 games last year.  

“Having Kali back with the team is a great boost,” Heffer-
nan said.  “Kali has proven to be a very capable setter who 
will add both experience and leadership to the setter position.  
We are looking forward to watching Kali and Nicole develop 
as setters.”

Other returning letterwinners include senior libero/
defensive specialist Stacey Holbrook and sophomore middle 
blockers McKenzie Burgess, April Lott and Liz Spear.  

The 6-3 Spear saw action in 31 games and tallied 19 blocks 
and 11 service aces.  Burgess, a 6-0 middle blocker/outside 
hitter, saw action in 13 games and had an extremely produc-
tive spring.  Although bothered by a sore back, Heffernan is 
anxious to get Burgess on the fl oor when she is healthy.  Hol-
brook and Lott were key practice players for the Cougs last 
season.

“Both Stacey and April are critical members of the team 
and will be counted on to play several roles,” Heffernan said.  
“Stacey will compete for playing time at libero and add her 
crafty style of play to the mix of athletes who play left side 
during practice.  April is a mature young woman and a great 
teammate who will be counted on to contribute at all three 
positions in the front row.”

Additional newcomers to WSU include January 2004 trans-
fer Carly Hayashikawa and fall 2004 transfer Gwen Davis.  
Hayashikawa, a 5-4 libero/defensive specialist, is a redshirt 
freshman after spending a semester as a redshirt freshman at 
the University of Hawaii. 

“We have heard very good things about Carly and we are 
looking forward to watching her push the upperclassmen for 
playing time at libero.”

Davis is a 6-0 junior setter who will be redshirting the 2004 
season.  Davis played high school volleyball at Walla Walla 
High with Cougar senior Alison Billingsley and then had a 
redshirt season at Colorado State before transferring to Com-
munity Colleges of Spokane.  

“We have seen a video tape of Gwen from high school and 
she is a terrifi c athlete who will be able to play several posi-
tions including setter, left and right side hitter,” Heffernan 
said.

Having only seen the team play on tape from last season, 
Heffernan is looking forward to the preseason practice sessions 
when everyone will be in the gym together. 

“We have to put pieces of the puzzle together and decide 
where the players are going to be the most comfortable 
on the court,” Heffernan said.  “Our biggest challenge is to 
improve our ball control including our serve receive and our 
team defense.  If we are able to improve on those things 
throughout the course of the year, that will allow us to com-
pete with a lot of teams.  A team commitment to defense and 
ball control will become the critical building blocks for our 
program future.”

Heffernan believes in building through progression; having 

the team build a solid fundamental base and then giving 
them opportunities to respond to game and game-like situa-
tions through six versus six competitions.

“Each year you start out training athletes and you give them 
easy serves and they can work on techniques and not worry 
about dealing with a diffi cult ball.  But then you work progres-
sively and get to the point where they are comfortable playing 
in diffi cult situations.  We have to be able to progress to the 
point where we walk into a Pac-10 match, step onto the court 
and after a brief warm up period get right into receiving dif-
fi cult serves.”

“The staff and team know what we’re facing right now.  I’m 
not going into this with any visions of immediate grandeur,” 
Heffernan said.  “But we are, at the same time, looking to 
make progress and make improvements.  Pat Riley calls it the 
‘Innocent Climb’ in his book (The Winner Within) and I think 
our program is primed within the next two seasons to start 
this process.  If we can put a team on the fl oor during the pre-
season that is competitive, this will at least arm us for the start 
of the Pac-10 season, which is going to be very challenging.”

Heffernan also plans to build and establish trusting relation-
ships with a high level of respect and understanding among 
the team.

“We want to build a strong sense of team chemistry,” Hef-
fernan said.  “The goal will be to win every time we step on 
the court but right now our most important task is to move 
in a common direction together.  Our staff understands there 
will be many challenges along the way and we are prepared 
to walk with the team through these challenges to build trust 
and respect.  One immediate goal is to create a situation 
where the athletes are enjoying their experience to the extent 
that they will make the sacrifi ces necessary to become a con-
sistent elite level program.”
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