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June  
Daugherty
HEAD COACH

six more games than the previous season, ranking 26th nationally 
and second in the Pac-10 amongst teams making the greatest 
turnarounds. WSU also moved up 83 spots in the RPI from the 
previous season, the second-highest increase amongst Pac-10 teams, 
and tied for the 28th-highest jump nationally.

Daugherty’s debut recruiting class ranked as the nation’s 16th-best 
class and second-best in the Pacific-10 Conference. The class also 
received a top 25 nod from HoopGurlz, coming in at No. 24. She 
followed the most heralded recruiting class in school history with 
another highly-ranked class in 2008-09.

With Daugherty at the helm, Cougar fans are once again beginning 
to pack Friel Court. The Cougars averaged 1,666 fans per game in 
her first season (2007-08), more than tripling the average from the 
previous season. 

Daugherty, whose career record stands at 330-257 (.562), has 
20 years of experience working with WNBA-caliber talent. In 
Daugherty’s first season with the Cougars, junior guard Katie 
Appleton garnered her first-career all-conference honor after being 
named All-Pac-10 honorable mention. Freshman guard Kezia Kelly 
was named Freshman All-Pac-10 honorable mention. Freshmen April 
Cook and Jazmine Perkins took home a slew of honors following 
the 2008-09 season, earning mention on the All-Pac-10 Team and 
the Pac-10 All-Freshman Team. Perkins was also named to the Pac-
10 All-Defensive Team. Dating back to her years at Washington, 
Daugherty has placed at least one individual on the All-Pac-10 Team 
each year since 1997.

Daugherty began her head coaching career at Boise State, where 
she coached for seven years (1989-96) and compiled a record of 
123-74 (73-31 Big Sky Conference). Under her watch, the Broncos 
not only made the NCAA Tournament for the first time in school 
history, but achieved their first national ranking and won their first 
regular season conference title. 

In 1992, the Broncos won the Big Sky regular season championship, 
and in 1994 they shared the conference crown with Montana and 
earned an at-large bid to the NCAA tournament. At the conclusion 
of the 1993-94 season, Daugherty was named Big Sky Co-Coach of 
the Year. 

After turning things around at Boise State, Daugherty did the same 
for Washington, where she coached for 11 seasons. After finishing 
ninth in the Pac-10 in 2000, Daugherty led the Huskies to their first 
conference title since 1990, the greatest turnaround in conference 
history. She led Washington to nine postseason appearances in 
11 seasons, six NCAA Tournament appearances and three WNIT 
appearances, making it all the way to the NCAA Women’s Basketball 
Championship’s Elite Eight in 2001. 

Daugherty helped a number of players earn individual honors at 
Washington, with Giuliana Mendiola becoming the school’s first 
Pac-10 Player of the Year, and four players earning District VIII All-
America honors.

Home attendance soared under Daugherty’s watch at both Boise 
State and Washington. The Broncos averaged 500 fans per game 
before Daugherty’s arrival. During her tenure,  more than 2,000 
fans were coming to watch every game, placing Boise State in the 
nation’s top 30 for home attendance in each of her seven seasons. 
Washington led the Pac-10 in home attendance in both 2002-03 
and 2003-04.

cougar coaches

With two full seasons under her belt, Washington State 
University Head Coach June Daugherty has come exactly as 
advertised, leading the charge to begin a New Era in Cougar 
women’s basketball.

Just as she had done at each of her two previous stops, 
Daugherty has begun turning around the WSU women’s 
program, bringing in top-ranked recruiting classes, improving 
attendance numbers and overseeing student-athletes who 
place premiums on academics and community service.

Last season Daugherty guided the Cougars to an eighth-place 
finish in the Pac-10, WSU’s highest ranking in the conference 
since also finishing eighth in 1998-99. WSU also posted 
double-digit wins for the first time since the 2000-01 season.

Following 2008-09, the Cougars ranked among the nation’s 
top 30 teams in both increasing their win total and increasing 
their RPI ranking. During the regular season the Cougars won 
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The team chemistry formed on the basketball court is a direct 
result of creating a family atmosphere with Daugherty’s staff 
and players. Daugherty creates a home away from home for her 
basketball family, consisting of coaches, players and support staff. 
This environment culminated in 16 players combining for 49 
selections to the Pac-10 All-Academic Team at Washington, and 
30 student-athletes on the Big Sky Conference All-Academic Team 
at Boise State. In her two seasons at WSU, three players have 
combined for four Pac-10 All-Academic selections.

Daugherty’s basketball family is involved not only in providing 
everything necessary to achieve academic excellence, but also the 
means to becoming involved in community service. Daugherty 
leads by example, speaking at meetings for the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Kiwanis and for many women’s groups.

A major advocate for healthy heart awareness, Daugherty was 
named the Sudden Cardiac Arrest Association’s National Coach 
of the Year in 2008. Since becoming a survivor of sudden cardiac 
arrest Daugherty has become one of the nation’s most visible 
spokesmen, filming a nationally-aired commercial, speaking at 
fund-raisers for the Hope Heart Institute and the American Red 
Cross and helping WSU sponsor the inaugural “Cougs Have 
Heart” basketball game to raise awareness for heart disease. 

She is a member of the Women’s Basketball Coaches’ Association 
and is a former member of its Board of Directors. She is also 
a member of both the State Farm Coaches’ All-America Team 
and the Russell Athletic/WBCA Coach of the Year selection 
committees, and often serves as a clinician for the NCAA YES 
Clinic at the Final Four. Daugherty has been active in USA 
Basketball and was an assistant coach for the West Team at the 
1995 Olympic Sports Festival.

Daugherty also places high priority on keeping the top local high 
school talent at home in the Northwest. This continued in her 
first season with the Cougars, as Washington’s 3A State Player 
of the Year Katie Grad (Auburn-Riverside) and Shadle Park’s all-
time leading scorer Lexie Pettersen (Spokane) were each a part 
of her nationally-ranked recruiting class. Her second recruiting 
class featured Carly Noyes of Moses Lake, Wash., a three-time 
conference player of the year at Moses Lake HS.

Several of Daugherty’s athletes have gone on to coaching careers 
at both the high school and collegiate level including Lisa Fisher, 
an associate head coach with the Cougars in 2006.

Daugherty served as an assistant coach at Stanford under head 
coach Tara Vanderveer prior to taking over the Boise State 
program. She helped guide the Cardinal to one of the finest 
seasons in school history, finishing the 1989 season with a record 
of 28-3, an undefeated Pac-10 season and a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament. Daugherty also had a two-year stint on the Kent 
State staff as an assistant coach from 1983-85.

Daugherty played collegiate basketball at Ohio State from 1974-
78, where she led the Buckeyes to the Big Ten Championship in 
1977 and 1978. She is still ranked on the school’s career scoring 
list at No. 21 with 1,137 points. She also ranks fourth in career 
rebounds (829), 15th in career field goals made (500) and shares 
the single-game school record for blocked shots (12 against 
Michigan State in 1976). At the conclusion of her senior season, 
she earned first team All-America honors and was a Wade Trophy 
finalist the first year the award was presented.

Just prior to the start of the 2001 season, Ohio State honored 
Daugherty with an induction into the OSU Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Following graduation in 1978, Daugherty contributed as both 
a player and coach on several international teams, including a 
period as a player and coach for the Union Sportive Vierzon Club 
based in France.

Daugherty, a native of Columbus, Ohio, is the daughter of Naomi 
and Jim Brewer and has two brothers, Mark and Neil Brewer 
and one sister, Ruth Williams. She and her husband Mike are the 
parents of twins Doc and Breanne.

June Questionnaire
What is your favorite thing about WSU and Pullman?
The experienced, focused and supportive leadership of WSU President 
Elson S. Floyd and Director of Athletics Jim Sterk…Also the world class 
academic environment for our student-athletes to enjoy absolutely the 
best college education, while being surrounded by a strong support 
system…Coaching for the Pac-10 Championship and NCAA women’s 
basketball title.

Why did you choose to come to WSU?
We wanted to raise our family in a beautiful, clean and safe college 
town that offers a little bit of everything…The challenge of leading 
the Cougars to become a consistent powerhouse in women’s  
basketball…I was impressed with the passionate and loyal support  
of the Cougar Nation!

What is your favorite place you have traveled to and why?
The game of basketball has taken me to several corners of the world. 
I have had the good fortune of coaching and playing throughout 
Europe, China, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Mexico, as well 
as just about every state in the USA…Probably the best place was the 
Greek Islands because they are so incredibly beautiful with their white, 
sandy beaches and turquoise water.

What are your personal/team goals for this season?
The Cougar Basketball identity will include the five keys: pressure 
defense for 40 minutes, relentless rebounding as a team, an aggres-
sive offensive attitude, teamwork and great conditioning.

What is your pre-game ritual?
Reflect on the preparation of the opponent…work out and dinner 
with my family.

Who has been your biggest coaching influence?
High School coach David Busch from Westerville High School in 
Ohio…John Wooden, Cathy Rush, Rick Pitino, Tara VanDerveer, 
Debbie Wilson, Ernie Woods and all of my incredible assistant coaches 
that I have had the wonderful opportunity to work together with.

Favorite Book
The Rainbow Fish

Favorite Quote
What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger

Favorite Movie
The Year of Living Dangerously

Favorite Sports Figure
Billie Jean King

Favorite TV Show
Friday Night Lights, Grey’s Anatomy and SportsCenter

Hobbies
Shopping, Biking and Yoga
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Washington, DC, March 17, 2008 - Washington State University women’s basketball coach June Daugherty 

has been named the Coach of the Year by the Sudden Cardiac Arrest Association (SCAA).

Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) is caused by the sudden loss of electrical function of the heart and is a lead-

ing cause of death in the United States. SCA strikes more than 300,000 Americans per year, and only about 

five percent of victims survive. Coach Daugherty is among that small percentage of SCA victims who survive, 

revived with the help of CPR and the shock of an automated external defibrillator (AED).  Daugherty has sub-

sequently lent her support and her amazing story to SCAA by taping the organization’s first television public 

service announcement (PSA).

“Coach Daugherty’s story is both an inspiration and an instructive lesson in the importance of CPR, public 

access to defibrillators, screening and treatment,” said Chris Chiames, SCAA’s executive director. “The fact that 

she was back on the sidelines in Pullman this season is a remarkable achievement and we applaud her recovery 

and appreciate her support in taping the PSA.”

Daugherty’s sudden cardiac arrest awareness public service announcement has been airing on the Fox 

Sports Network (FSN) and the “extreme sports” dedicated website at www.fuel.tv.   The PSA is also available 

for viewing at www.suddencardiacarrest.org.

Washington State University Women’s 

Basketball Coach June Daugherty 

Named SCAA Coach of the Year

“The support Coach Daugherty has provided SCAA has been of great help in raising awareness, and her willingness 

to open doors to organizations like the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association is leading us to find new partners 

in our efforts to prevent sudden cardiac death. Not only do we need thousands more survivors like Coach Daugherty, 

we need thousands more people like her willing to give back to the community.”

 —Chris Chiames 

Executive Director, Sudden Cardiac Arrest Association

State Farm All-America 
Committee Member
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Mike
Daugherty
ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH

Associate head coach Mike Daugherty is in his third year with 
the Washington State coaching staff. Husband to head coach June, 
Daugherty is in his 20th season as a Division I coach.

Daugherty has a reputation for building explosive offenses, and in 
his second season with the Cougars, WSU increased its scoring output 
by nearly eight points per game - from 51.8 in 2007-08 to 59.6 in 
2008-09.

Daugherty joined the WSU staff after coaching 11 years at Wash-
ington, serving his first eight years with the Huskies as an assistant 
until being promoted to associate head coach in September 2004.

The Huskies ranked first or second in the Pacific-10 Conference 
in scoring offense in three of Daugherty’s final six seasons. In 2003, 
UW scored a conference-best 75.6 points per game. Three of Daugh-
erty’s student-athletes ranked among Washington’s top four in both 
3-pointers made and 3-pointers attempted.

A 1977 graduate of Ohio State, Daugherty was a starter on the 
basketball team from 1975-77. In 1976, Daugherty was named Ohio 
State’s Defensive Player of the Year. He scored a career-high 18 points 
against eventual national champion and undefeated Indiana, bringing 
Ohio State to within two points of a victory (66-64).

Before transferring to Ohio State, Daugherty played the 1973-74 
season at Georgia Tech, initially attending as both a guard on the 
basketball team and a quarterback on the football team. 

Following graduation from Ohio State, Daugherty went on to play 
professionally in the South American Professional Leagues. His Sirio 
Brazil team won the world championship at the Jones Cup in 1979. 
Daugherty also averaged as many as 24 points per game for the 
Hindu Club of Argentina.

Daugherty, who enjoys fly fishing in his spare time, earned his 
bachelor’s degree in marketing from Ohio State. He and June are the 
parents of twins Doc and Breanne. His father, Doc, played tailback for 
one season at Ohio State.

Mike Questionnaire
What is your favorite thing about WSU and Pullman?
The sense of community and support of all the people here.

Why did you choose to come to WSU?
We wanted a chance to continue competing at the highest level nationally.

What is your favorite place you have traveled to and why?
Tahiti…Shark diving.

What are your personal/team goals for this season?
Go to the NCAA Tournament.

What is your pre-game ritual?
Can’t share that…superstition.

What is the best advice you ever received?
Do what you love.

Who was your biggest coaching influence?

Favorite Book
Anything by Lee Childs

Favorite Quote
Play Nasty

Favorite Movie
Apocalypse Now Redux

Favorite Sports Figure
Love to watch Steve Nash

Favorite Actor/Actress
Nicole Kidman

Favorite TV Show
Dexter

Hobbies
Fly fishing
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Brian
Holsinger
ASSISTANT COACH

Brian Holsinger, the Cougars’ recruiting and defensive coordinator, is 
in his third season as an assistant coach at Washington State. 

In his first two seasons as recruiting coordinator with the Cougars, 
Holsinger helped Head Coach June Daugherty assemble two nationally-
ranked recruiting classes. His 2007-08 class ranked as high as 16th 
nationally (Blue Star Basketball).

Not just a star on the recruiting trail, Holsinger has helped lead the 

regular season opponents to a shooting percentage of 36.2. 

Holsinger joined the WSU staff after serving as the head coach for 
Montana Tech from 2005-07. Holsinger was the sixth head women’s 
basketball coach in Montana Tech history, and during his time there the 
team earned a top-25 ranking in the NAIA for the first time in school 
history. He also guided his squad to its greatest turnaround, going from 
three wins in 2005-06 to 16 wins in 2006-07.

Before coaching at Montana Tech, Holsinger served as the head assis-
tant coach at The Master’s College in Santa Clarita, Calif., from 1999-
2005. During his tenure, the Mustangs posted a record of 132-58 and 
were a perennial top 10 nationally-ranked team. The squad also made 
four NAIA national tournament appearances.

Holsinger graduated from Federal Way High in Federal Way, Wash., in 
1994. During his college career, he played his freshman season at Pacific 
from 1994-95, before transferring to Western Washington to complete 
his bachelor’s of science degree in biology.

Brian currently lives in Pullman with his wife Stacey.

Brian Questionnaire
What is your favorite thing about WSU and Pullman?
I love the people! It is a great college town and the people make it unique 
and special…Big-time athletics!...Cougar pride is something you only know 
once you experience it.

Why did you choose to come to WSU?
Being able to coach in my home state and see WSU women’s basketball 
become a perennial Pac-10 powerhouse!

What is your favorite place you have traveled and why?
Europe…All the history and different cultures from country to country. Some 
parts were the most beautiful I have ever seen!

What are your personal/team goals for this season?
Defensively, play great pressure defense and be in the top three of forced 
turnovers per game.

What is your pre-game ritual?
Pray, then make sure I give a pound to the official scorer and time keeper (at 
home games).

Who has been your biggest coaching influence?
Three people…My grandfather, my dad and Ken Sugarman

Favorite Book
Bible

Favorite Quote

Favorite Sports Figure
Dean Smith

Favorite Actor/Actress
Al Pacino!

Favorite TV Show
ESPN SportsCenter

Hobbies
Golf and fly fishing
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Mo 
Hines
ASSISTANT COACH
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cougar coaches Maurice “Mo” Hines is in his third year as an assistant coach at 
Washington State.

Prior to joining the WSU staff, Hines served as the head coach of 
the Emerald City Legends Elite girls’ basketball team, a position he 
had held since 2005. One of the most well-known Seattle-area AAU 
coaches before joining the Cougar staff, Hines had also served as 
team director of the Emerald City Basketball Academy since 2002.

 Hines coached several AAU teams to area and regional titles. 
In 2006 his 13-and-under team won the South Sound Invitational 
Championship and his 15-and-under team was a Deep South Classic 
semifinalist. He was also an adidas Junior Phenom coach in 2006. 

In both 2004 and 2005 he coached junior teams to AAU National 
Qualifier championships.

Hines is a 1999 graduate of Seattle’s Nathan Hale High School and 
is currently working on a degree at WSU.

Mo Questionnaire
What is your favorite thing about WSU and Pullman?
The people! The people at WSU are so friendly and outgoing.

Why did you choose to come to WSU?
It’s a great opportunity to coach in the Pac-10…I also get to work with a 
great staff.

What is your favorite place you have traveled to and why?
Bahamas…It’s so beautiful. The weather is nice and the water is  
crystal clear.

What are your personal/team goals for the season?
My personal goal for the year is to become a better coach by learn-
ing more from Mike and June…My team goal is to see every player get 
better from the beginning of the season to the end.

What is your pre-game ritual?
Eat a candy bar before every game…I used to do that as a player.

What is the best advice you ever received?

Who has been your biggest coaching influence?
I have two…the first is Mike Krzyzewski. I love the way he runs his pro-
gram at Duke. Second is June Daugherty. She is just a real classy lady and 
a positive role model in coaching.

Favorite Book

Favorite Quote
Hov remind yourself, nobody built like you, you design yourself  - Jay-Z

Favorite Movie
Coming to America

Favorite Sports Figure
Michael Jordan

Favorite Actor/Actress
Will Smith/Jessica Alba

Favorite TV Show
The Wire

Hobbies
Playing basketball



Kate
Werner
COORDINATOR OF  
BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

cougar coaches
Returning to her hometown of Pullman, Wash., Kate Werner joined 

head coach June Daugherty’s staff at Washington State, and is in her 
third season as coordinator of operations.

Werner oversees team travel, summer camps, budget preparation  
and serves as the administrator of community service activities for  
the Cougars.

Werner previously served as director of women’s basketball  
operations for Washington, joining the staff prior to the 2003-04  
season under Daugherty.

Prior to her work at UW, Werner served as the assistant coach for the 
Whitworth Pirates from 2000-03. During her tenure, the Pirates won the 
2003 Northwest Conference Championship. Werner assisted Whitworth 
to an overall record of 48-28 and 34-14 in conference play.

Werner graduated from Whitworth with a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management in 1999. While on staff, she earned a master’s degree 
in education with an emphasis in guidance and counseling in 2003.

Werner also played for the Pirates, setting the single-season record for 
3-point percentage as a senior, making 31-of-66 attempts. Werner was 
also team captain for a squad that finished 17-8.

While attending Pullman High School, Werner was a three-year letter-
winner in basketball, volleyball and softball, earning All-Frontier League 
honors as a senior in volleyball and basketball.

Werner is the daughter of Pullman residents Mike and Vivian Werner. 
Her father Mike played basketball for the Cougars, lettering in 1964 and 
1966-67 under coach Marv Harshman.

Kate Werner and her family.
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PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT
Linda Rubenthaler is in her seventh year 

as the Principal Assistant for the Washing-
ton State women’s basketball program. 
She is the primary contact for day-to-day 

operations in the office, as well as the Courtside Club and Coaches 
Corner. Rubenthaler has worked at WSU for 17 years and is an avid 
Cougar fan. An Alabama native, she now calls Washington home. 
In addition to her duties at WSU, she enjoys spending time with 
her family, sports, camping, reading and gardening. She and her 
husband Randy have three children: Noelle, Logan and Ryder. Linda 
is also the contact person for Cougar Pawz, WSU’s booster club. For 
information on joining Cougar Pawz, please call Linda at 509-335-
0276.

FILM EDITOR  
AND OPERATIONS 
ASSISTANT 

Nikki Stratton is in her third year as 
operations assistant with the Washington State University women’s 
basketball team.

Stratton, a 2007 WSU sport management graduate, is no stranger 
to the WSU women’s basketball program. During the 2006-07 
season, Stratton served on the support staff as the video coordinator, 
and from 2003-06, was a player for the Cougars under head coach 
Sherri Murrell.

Stratton attended Coronado High School in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., where she was a four-year letterwinner in basketball. She 
finished her senior season ranked first in the state in assists, third in 
steals and 20th in scoring.

Stratton is the daughter of Randy and Kathy Stratton. She has one 
sister Jessika who played basketball for Baylor University and is the 
head coach for the UCCS women’s basketball team. Stratton is cur-
rently pursuing a graduate degree in sport administration. 

Linda 
Rubenthaler

Nikki 
Stratton

Cougar Women’s Basketball on the  Radio
Cougar women’s basketball fans can listen to each of the WSU games during the 

Cougar women’s basketball radio broadcasts.

Fans living in the Palouse can tune into KQQQ-AM radio (1150 AM). Fans living outside 
the Pullman-Moscow area can tune into live radio feeds on the internet. To reach the 
web connection go to the official Washington State University Athletics web site at 
www.wsucougars.com, click on the audio/video link on the left-side menu and go to 
the College Sports Pass subscription information at the top of the page. Fans can sign-
up for a monthly or year-long subscription at very reasonable rates to listen to Cougar 
Athletic events through the internet broadcasts. Steve Grubbs

Joe Nickell
Assistant Athletic
Media Relations

Director

Aaron Schlueter 
Equipment

Ivy Wang
Cheer/Dance

Jared Prenguber
Sports Video

Scott Randall
Event Management

Don Hower
Band

Steph Dawkins
Assistant Director  

of Marketing
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