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Washington State Head Coach Mike Leach 
Thoughts on the game… 
“The biggest thing is our mentality. We are a mentally weak team, and that has got to change. The thing is that it is a 
decision. I think it starts with us as coaches. We need to change the mentality of this team. We are afraid to be 
successful, so when we get ahead we want to relax and enjoy it, which is crazy. If you consider the offseason, if you 
consider practices, and you consider how long you have worked at getting a handful of plays in a season or even in a 
career, to not make the most of them is unfathomable.” 
 
On what the problem is… 
“Physically we aren’t that bad. But mentally, we are afraid to be successful. We are afraid to win, and I don’t know if we 
are afraid of the responsibility that comes with winning, but we need to go out there and take pride in our individual 
battles and winning. Right now we don’t do that. We let setting – time, place, score – impact us, and that’s crazy. Unless 
we get that changed, our results will be the same.” 
 
“There has to be a core of guys on the team that it means a great deal to. Travis Long played really well. It meant a lot to 
him, he invested a lot out there on the field, and it meant a lot to him to not be successful.” 
 
“We have too many people that losing and not being successful is too easy to brush off -‘that’s how the cookie 
crumbles.’ That’s not good enough. We have plenty of opportunities ahead of us and we need to go out there and 
maximize our reputation and our plays, and take a lot of pride in it. It needs to mean more to us than it does to the other 
team.” 
 
“Physically, we can run and we can hit people. It needs to look like Tuesday and Wednesday’s practices. We haven’t had 
a game yet that looks like Tuesday and Wednesday’s practices. If you can do it then, I don’t know why you can’t do it 
Saturday.” 
 
Washington State Quarterback Connor Halliday 
Thoughts on the game… 
“Like we have been talking about for three weeks now, we need to play better in the second half. We need to not have 
stupid penalties, we need to catch the football, we need to make better reads, the running backs need to run better. As 
a whole offense we need to play better.” 
 
“I don’t think it is so much complacency, I just think it’s stupid plays. It’s all mental.” 
 
On play calls late in the game, and if time makes a difference… 
“That definitely plays a factor. With that, you can’t get passive. You have to stay aggressive and take shots when they 
are there.” 
 
On interception on fourth down… 
“I thought I could fit it in that hole, obviously it didn’t happen.” 
 
On if the loss will affect the confidence of the team… 
“I think we are fine. As you have seen, we are a pretty darn good football team when we play together, as we have in 
the first half for that last couple of weeks, but it’s just a matter of putting full games together.” 
 
 
 
 



On personality of the team… 
“I don’t think it has anything to do with the personality. Wanting to win is not a personality. The personality of the team 
will always be what it is. I just think we need to quit playing stupid in the second half. Dropping balls, bad checks by me, 
turnovers – just stupid plays.” 
 
Washington State Defensive End Travis Long 
On last offensive play by Colorado… 
“They had five spread, no one in the backfield. A draw is always an option in that situation. We just weren’t prepared for 
it.” 
 
On what made the difference… 
“We just have got to finish. We played well until it got late in the game. We have to get that cleaned up.” 
 
On substitution penalty… 
“We were just trying to get a different personnel group in, and we didn’t get it in quick enough. They caught us in the 
middle of a substitution.” 
 
On personal performance… 
“I played fine. Obviously I could have played better, but I just want to win. I don’t really care how I play.” 
 
On what can be done to fix the problem… 
“It’s a personal decision. It’s an individual decision for each member of this team. It’s got to get changed.” 


