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For the first time in six seasons, the 
Washington State University women’s 

soccer program participated in the NCAA 
Championship.

 The Cougars, ranked 24th in the 
nation, received an at-large bid and 
traveled to Portland, Ore., to take on No. 
15 Texas in a first round match. In the 
second all-time meeting between the 
programs, Texas squeaked past WSU 1-0 
with a second half goal.

“Obviously, we are disappointed to lose 
the game,” WSU Head Coach Matt Potter 
said. “When you make the tournament 
everything is up for grabs, but we did 
not accomplish what we set out to do. 

The game started out at a very fast pace, 
and once it settled down, we had better 
possession that led to some half chances 
and some set piece opportunities. In the 
second half, the one moment of quality 
Texas created, they punished us.” 

The Cougars’ NCAA appearance 
marked the fourth all-time for the pro-

gram and the first since 2002.
“I am very proud of this group, and 

they deserve this moment, but there is a 
part of me that thinks about those that 
have come before them and the work they 
have put in. This moment is for them as 
well,” Cougar Head Coach Matt Potter 
said after the Cougars’ NCAA selection 

Cougar Soccer Receives NCAA Championship Bid

“I was confident in this 

team at the beginning of 

the year and it has given 

me reason to continue to 

be confident.”

—Head Coach Matt Potter The Cougars are introduced prior to their NCAA first round match versus Texas.

The Cougars begin their celebration after learning of their selection to the 64-team NCAA Championship field.
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a Message frOM Wsu head 
WOMen’s sOccer cOach MaTT POTTer 

On behalf of all of us in women’s soccer I would like to say 

a BIG thank you for the support we received both at home 

and on the road. 

The atmosphere at home games was fantastic and 

definitely served to help us find that little bit more in our 

performances. With the noise of the drum line and fans, 

Cougarland was truly the difficult environment we have 

always looked to create for opponents, a fun and loud 

atmosphere! It is one we look to develop even more next 

fall. We set records for both average attendance and total 

attendance this season. 

A special thanks to those that supported us in portland for 

our NCAA tournament game. past players, family members 

and friends, it was a great crowd that will now give us that 

extra incentive to work hard as we turn our attention to 

preparing for an even better 2009 season! 

The support and atmosphere at games made it a season 

to remember and we are grateful and appreciate all your 

support.

on Nov. 10. “I was confident in this team 
at the beginning of the year and it has 
given me reason to continue to be confi-
dent. I felt we should be announced, but 
there is always that little of piece of me 
that had doubt because of years past. We 
are very thankful for all those who have 
supported us.”

The NCAA berth came after the Cou-
gars’ first Pac-10 home weekend sweep 
since 2005 with a 1-0 victory in regulation 
over Arizona and a 1-0 double-overtime 
win against Arizona State at Lower Soccer 
Field.

Junior tri-captain Carly Dobratz added, 
“I was waiting and just wanted our name 
to be announced. We came together (Sat-
urday) and we are all on the same page. 
Everybody just wanted this so badly.” 

WSU finished the season with an 
11-5-5 overall record and finished fifth in 
the Pac-10 with a 4-3-2 conference mark.

The match versus Texas marked the first NCAA competition for the Cougars since 2002.
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Nico Grasu kicked three field goals, 
including a 37-yard game-winner in the 
second overtime, to clinch the Washing-
ton State Cougars’ come-from-behind, 
16-13 victory over the Washington 
Huskies in the 101st Apple Cup, proudly 
sponsored by Boeing.

For a complete recap and to view photo 
galleries from the 101st Apple Cup, please 
visit wsucougars.com, the official website 
of Cougar Athletics.

WSU Victorious in Double OT to Claim Apple Cup

cOugar nOTes frOM The 
101sT aPPle cuP:

•	 With	the	victory	over	the	Huskies,	
WSU	Head	Coach	Paul	Wulff	became	
the first Cougar head coach to win the 
Apple Cup in his debut season since Jim 
Sweeney in 1968.

•	 WSU’s	victory	over	Washington	gives	
the Cougars four Apple Cups in the last 
five years, the first time in the history of 
the rivalry that WSu has accomplished 
that feat...the victory is the first in Martin 
Stadium for the Cougars since 2004 
(28-25).

•	 With	the	victory,	WSU	defensive	end	
Matt Mullennix won the fourth Apple 
Cup of his career...Mullennix is the first 
player in school history to be a part of 
four Apple Cup victories.

•	 With	his	five	receptions,	senior	wide	
receiver Brandon Gibson claimed sole 
possession of second place on WSu’s 
career	receptions	list,	passing	Hugh	
Campbell (176; 1960-62)...Gibson 
ended his Cougar career with 182 
receptions, second in school history and 
20th all-time in pac-10 history. Gibson 
also ended his WSu career as the all-time 
receiving yardage leader with 2,756 
yards, 20th in pac-10 history.

•	 WSU	won	the	Apple	Cup	for	the	first	
time in overtime...Washington won the 
previous two Apple Cups (1996 and 
2002) that went into overtime.

•	 Grasu’s performance earned him pa-
cific-10 Conference Special Teams player 
of the Week honors.

The Cougars prepare to take the field prior to kickoff of the 101st Apple Cup.

Logwone Mitz’s 57-yard touchdown run in the third quarter cut WSU’s deficit to 10-7.
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scOring suMMary (final)
Washington (0-11,0-8) vs. Washington State (2-10,1-8)
Date: Nov 22, 2008 Site: pullman, Wash. Stadium: Martin Stadium
Attendance: 32,211

Score by Quarters  1  2  3  4  OT [ 5 6 ] Score
Washington   0  10  0  0  3  [ 3 0 ] - 13
Washington State   0  0  7  3  6  [ 3 3 ] - 16

Scoring Summary:
2nd	12:17	WASH	-	Griffin,	Willie	3	yd	run	(Perkins,	Ryan	kick)
9	plays,	60	yards,	TOP	4:08,	WASH	7	-	WSU	0
05:07	WASH	-	Perkins,	Ryan	35	yd	field	goal
6	plays,	18	yards,	TOP	2:35,	WASH	10	-	WSU	0
3rd 02:56 WSu - Mitz,logwone 57 yd run (Grasu,Nico kick)
7	plays,	86	yards,	TOP	3:45,	WASH	10	-	WSU	7
4th 00:00 WSu - Grasu,Nico 28 yd field goal
7	plays,	69	yards,	TOP	0:56,	WASH	10	-	WSU	10
OT 15:00 WSu - Grasu,Nico 19 yd field goal
11	plays,	23	yards,	TOP	0:00,	WASH	10	-	WSU	13
15:00	WASH	-	Perkins,	Ryan	22	yd	field	goal
6	plays,	20	yards,	TOP	0:00,	WASH	13	-	WSU	13
15:00 WSu - Grasu,Nico 37 yd field goal
4	plays,	5	yards,	TOP	0:00,	WASH	13	-	WSU	16
Kickoff time: 12:10pm end of Game: 3:22 Total elapsed time: 3:12
Officials:	Referee:	Michael	Batlan;	Umpire:	Al	Granado;	Linesman:	Cappy	Anderson;
line judge: Michael Feldman; Back judge: James Northcott; Field judge: Kevin Kieser;
Side judge: Shane Anderson; Scorer: Brian Walther;

Nico Grasu kicked three field goals in the Apple 
Cup, including the game-winner in the second 
overtime. Grasu’s performance earned him 
Pacific-10 Conference Special Teams Player of 
the Week honors.

A NIGHT WITH COUGAR FOOTBALL 2009
2009 Recruiting Class and Season Preview

Thursday, Feb. 5
Skookum Creek Events Center, adjacent to Shelton’s Little Creek Casino & Resort 

(91 W State Route 108, Shelton)
Athletic Foundation Members:  $50.00 per person
Non-Athletic Foundation Members:  $60.00 per person
For more information, contact Diana Bidle, 1-877-IMA-COUG

Friday, Feb. 6
The “W” Hotel, 1112 4th Avenue, Seattle
Athletic Foundation Members:  $100.00 per person            
Non-Athletic Foundation Members:  $125.00 per person
For more information, contact Todd Thrasher, 206-448-1335

If you’re interested in attending an upcoming WSU sporting event, please contact 
the WSU Ticket Office at 1-800-GO COUGS or go to our website at wsucougars.com

Sponsored By
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Governor Chris Gregoire called it “a 
wonderful tribute to the Cougs,” 

and President Elson S. Floyd remarked 
that he couldn’t think of a “better way 
to celebrate Apple Cup than to be at this 
moment, at this time.”

The comments by Governor Gregoire 
and President Floyd were just a sample 
of the numerous accolades given to the 
Cougar Pride monument during its dedi-
cation ceremony at the Martin Stadium 
plaza Nov. 22.

Cougar Pride, a 15-foot tall monument 
that is the largest bronze sculpture on the 
Washington State University campus, 
was commissioned by Gary Schneid-
miller (WSU class of ‘71) and created by 
Spokane-based artists Mike and Chester 
Fields.

With the monument, Schneidmiller 
wished to honor his late father, Manuel, 
a 1941 graduate, as well as his mother, 

Gladys, who still attends all of the WSU 
football games. 

In addition, he wished to preserve a 
long-standing tradition at Washington 
State.

For over a half a century, from 1927 
to 1978, Washington State’s mascot 
was a live cougar named Butch. During 
those 51 years, six cougars served as 
the school’s mascot and lived in a cage 
located adjacent to the football stadium, 
which became known as Butch’s Den. 
The tradition came to end with the pass-
ing of Butch VI in 1978. 

“Fifty years ago, my mom and dad 
came to this very spot to look at the 
live cougar,” Schneidmiller commented 
during the ceremony. 

As described on the plaque dedica-
tion, 30 years later, Butch has returned 
home with Cougar Pride. The monument 
is located at the area where Butch the 
mascot called home. 

“This is a way to recreate that tradition,” 
Schneidmiller said. “How interesting in 
that we get to finally bring Butch home.”

President Floyd remarked during the 

Cougar Pride
by Jason Krump

From left to right: Gary Schneidmiller, Mike Fields, Gladys Schneidmiller, Chester Fields and Senior Associate Director of Athletics John Johnson.

“Washington State 

University deserved a 

magnificent art piece 

and symbol that would 

forever be the equal of a 

world-class institution.” 

—Gary Schneidmiller
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ceremony that Gary is “someone we tend 
to emulate as much as we possibly can 
for his generosity, for his commitment, 
for his dedication, for the fact that he is 
indeed a Coug.”

In its entirety, the sculpture is 14-feet, 
5-inches long nose to tail, 6-feet, 4-inches 
wide, and weighs approximately 4,500 
pounds; the cougar itself stands 11-feet, 
4-inches high.

“Washington State University deserved 
a magnificent art piece and symbol that 
would forever be the equal of a world-
class institution,” Schneidmiller said. “I 
hope that Cougars everywhere will agree 
we have succeeded.” 

“Gary is a great friend and supporter of 
Cougar Athletics and Washington State 
University,” Director of Athletics Jim 
Sterk said. “This sculpture is a testament 
to this fact. His generosity and love of 
WSU have made this sculpture a reality, 
and it is something that past, present, 
and future generations of Cougars will 
take great satisfaction in and be able to 
enjoy forever.” 

Crafted by Mike Fields and his father 
Chester, the process of creating the statue 
began in May and was only completed 
in early November when the monument 
was cast in bronze. The monument was 
brought to Pullman the night of Nov. 19 
from Joseph, Ore., where it was cast in 
bronze, and placed the following morn-
ing amongst a throng of onlookers and 
picture takers.

“My Dad and I want to express how 
pleased and honored we are to create 
this sculpture for Martin Stadium,” said 
Mike Fields. “We were excited to have the 
opportunity to work on it.” 

“They did an amazing job,” Schneid-
miller said of the Fields. “They created a 
masterful piece that represents the entire 
University.” 

“Mike and Chester Fields have created 
a sculpture that will become a signature 
landmark of this great University,” Sterk 
said. “It is a terrific work of art.” 

Schneidmiller said during the cer-
emony that the sculpture is a “working 
Butch, and he starts today.”

This was in reference to the fact that 
the public will have the opportunity to 
purchase miniatures of Cougar Pride, 
which will be available in either 11-, 
18- or 30-inch versions in bronze casting, 
and in 2009 a 9-inch nickel plated version 
will be available. 

More information on how to purchase 
the miniatures can be found on the web-
site cougarpride.com. A significant 
portion of the proceeds from the sale of 
the miniatures will be contributed to the 
WSU Athletic Department. 

MeMOries Of buTch vi

As the Cougar Pride monument is a permanent fixture at the Martin Stadium 

plaza, the statue has rekindled memories of a bygone era of Cougar Athletics, 

the time when the mascot was a live cougar.

Deb Acuff remembers the time when he transported the last live cougar 

mascot, Butch VI, from pullman to Spokane’s Joe Albi stadium.

Working for motor pool, Acuff frequently transported equipment to Cougar 

football games. For one game, he was asked by an athletic administrator if he 

was willing to take Butch VI up to Spokane. Acuff agreed.

So Butch VI and his cage were placed on Acuff’s flatbed truck for the trip to 

Spokane.

“The students would pass me and honk and wave,” said Acuff, who remem-

bers Butch VI as a friendly cougar.

“You could reach through the cage and scratch him behind the ears,” he 

remembers.
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As he saw his teammates gather on 
the Martin Stadium field, Mike Utley 

couldn’t help but reminisce.
“You look back and say, ‘Man, it was all 

worth the blood, sweat, and tears we gave 
to each other.’” 

It was fitting that Utley, the decorated 
offensive lineman who earned six 
separate All-America honors in that 1988 
season, and members from the Wash-
ington State University Aloha Bowl team 
came together for a 20th reunion in early 
September.

It was the act of coming together that 
propelled the ’88 edition to their ultimate 
success, a success whose seeds were sown 
a year earlier.

After four years at Idaho and a year at 
Wyoming, Dennis Erickson took over the 
helm of the program from Jim Walden in 
1987. 

The Cougars were productive 
offensively in 1987, but, done in by 38 
turnovers, finished the year with a 3-7-1 
record. Despite the record, Utley detected 
a silver lining.

“1n 1987 we were a good football team; 
we did not win, but the difference is that 
we physically beat people,” he said.

The team would build on the ’87 season 
heading into the summer.

“Looking back on it, it was a great 
summer,” said wide receiver Tim Stall-
worth. “We stayed in Pullman; we had 
the notion that we wanted to have a 

good team that year. That was one of the 
goals.”

As he entered his second season, Erick-
son had an experienced team with nine 
starters returning on both the offensive 
and defensive sides of the ball. Among 
the offensive returners was quarterback 
Timm Rosenbach, who led the Pac-10 and 
was ninth in the nation in total offense 
at 249.4 yards per game. Rosenbach led a 
unit that finished fourth in the Pac-10 in 
total offense.

And it didn’t take long for the offense 
to pick up where it left off.

In the season opener at Illinois, Rosen-
bach threw for 229 yards and running 
back Steve Broussard ran for a career-high 
173 yards, as the Cougars rolled up 601 
yards of total offense in their 44-7 dis-
mantling of the Illini.

The Illinois win propelled WSU to a 
4-1 start, the only blemish occurring in 
a 43-28 defeat to Oregon at Pullman. In 
its four wins, WSU outscored Illinois, 
Minnesota, Tennessee and California by 
a combined margin of 181-53.

Taking their 4-1 start to Tucson and 
Arizona, the Cougars held a 28-23 lead 
early in the fourth quarter only to see the 
Wildcats score 22 unanswered points to 
hand WSU its second loss of the season, 
45-28.

The following week in Pullman, the 
Cougars enjoyed 21-9 third quarter and 
28-23 fourth quarter advantages over 

Arizona State, but once again let it slip 
away in a 31-28 loss.

Coincidentally, the Cougars scored 
28 points in each of their three losses 
but, just like in 1987, were done in by 
turnovers. In the three losses, WSU com-
mitted a combined 10 turnovers.

ucla
Suddenly a sterling 4-1 record was in 

jeopardy of becoming a .500 mark, and 
No. 1 UCLA was on the horizon.  

Worse yet, the Cougars would be 
without the services of Broussard, who 
injured his ankle in the loss to Arizona 
State. Broussard had begun the season 
with six straight 100-yard rushing efforts 
and was averaging nearly 150 yards per 
game prior to his injury against the Sun 
Devils. 

“We watched a lot of film and saw their 
tendencies and the things they wanted 
to do,” Stallworth said of the Cougars’ 
preparation for UCLA. “With Broussard 
hurt, Richie Swinton had to come in and 
fill some big shoes. We had the attitude 
that we were going to come out and play 
hard until the last whistle blew.”

However, when the first whistle blew, 
matters seemed to go from bad to worse 
as WSU fell behind 20-6 at the half.

“I’d like to say I jumped up and down 
and was foaming at the mouth and all 
that, but really nothing,” Erickson said 

Aloha!
By Jason Krump

Members of the 1988 Aloha Bowl team acknowledge the crowd during the 20th anniversary reunion ceremonies at Martin Stadium, Sept. 6, 2008.
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of his halftime talk to his team. “The 
assistant coaches made some great adjust-
ments on both sides of the football.”

Utley remembers Erickson’s talk a little 
differently.

“Coach Erickson, he had a few choice 
words to say to every position,” he 
recalled. “Because he knew we were 
better than what we were playing.

“He came out and said, ‘these are the 
facts: You’re better than they are.’” 

The Bruins picked up in the second half 
where they left off in the first, by scoring. 
UCLA took the second half kickoff and 
promptly drove 71 yards for a touchdown 
to extend its lead to 27-6.

Then the fortunes of the game, and the 
season, changed for WSU.

It started when Rosenbach connected 
with Stallworth on a 15-yard touchdown 
pass to cut the lead to 27-13. Then, the 
defense forced and recovered a fumble, 
and the offense capitalized when Swin-
ton ran it in from six yards out to pull the 
Cougars to within seven.

With 12 seconds left in the quarter, 
Rosenbach connected with Stallworth 
again, this time from 81 yards out.  Stall-
worth caught Rosenbach’s pass at the 
WSU 35, avoided a UCLA defender at the 
50, and sprinted untouched the rest of 

the way for the game-tying score.
“When I came off the ball, I acted more 

like I was running a streak,” Stallworth 
recalled of the 81-yard touchdown play. 
“When the defender turned his head, I 
cut to the left. That’s when I saw all day-
light, Timm made a great pass, and the 
rest is history.”

UCLA retook the advantage at 30-27 
just over three minutes into the final 
quarter, but Swinton’s one-yard run 
with 6:21 left placed WSU ahead 34-30. 
Swinton, starting in place of Broussard, 
finished with 117 yards on 27 carries.

“We hit Stallworth early in the third 
quarter after they scored, then we hit him 
on the big play and just kind of controlled 
the game from there,” Erickson said. 

Overshadowed by the offensive out-
burst, the Cougar defense clamped down 
on Troy Aikman and the Bruin offense. 
After taking the lead, the Cougar defense 
made it stand, thwarting a pair of Bruin 
threats in the final minutes, including 
turning away UCLA from the six-yard 
line with 44 seconds left.

“The defense stopped breaking, they 
started only to bend,” Utley said. “Once 
the defense stopped breaking, there it 
was.

“We left there beating the No. 1 

team in the nation,” Utley added. “We 
dominated that second half. There is no 
other team that was more dominant that 
Saturday than Washington State beating 
the UCLA Bruins.”

Said Erickson, “Probably the greatest 
win in the history of my coaching career 
was when we beat UCLA.

“That was a special, special game.”

aPPle cuP

WSU followed up the UCLA stunner by 
holding off Stanford at Palo Alto, 24-21, 
and disposing of Oregon State, 36-27, at 
Pullman.

At 7-3, the Cougars took more than 
the hopes of securing an eighth victory 
heading into the annual Apple Cup. 
They brought the hopes of a bowl game 
with them.

Temperatures at Martin Stadium that 
Saturday afternoon hovered in the mid-
30s with a mixture of snow and rain 
falling.

“We were excited to play the game 
anyway because we wanted to beat the 
Huskies, but knowing we were playing for 
a bowl, that made it a little more exciting 
for us,” Stallworth said.

“It was cold, raining, and snowing. It 
was Cougar weather.”

It was also an experience of déjà vu for 
the Cougars, as, just like at UCLA, they 
fell behind early.

But also like at UCLA, the Cougars 
would come back.

“We were excited to 

play the game anyway 

because we wanted 

to beat the Huskies, 

but knowing we were 

playing for a bowl, 

that made it a little 

more exciting for us.” 

—Tim Stallworth

The Cougars’ 34-30 win over No. 1 UCLA was the first of five consecutive victories for WSU.

“We left there beating the No. 1 team in the nation.”

—Mike Utley

continued on page 10
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Spotting Washington a 21-9 lead after 
the first quarter and 28-16 at the half, 
Washington State mounted a second-half 
comeback, highlighted by a fourth quar-
ter blocked punt by Shawn Landrum.

With the Huskies ahead 31-26 and 
facing a fourth and five at their own 32, 
Landrum made not only the play of the 
game, but one of the most memorable 
plays in WSU Football history. 

Jay Languein recovered the ball at the 
Washington 13-yard line with 10:42 
remaining. On the ensuing possession, 
WSU faced a pivotal fourth and two at 
the five. Erickson decided to go for it, and 
Rosenbach rewarded his coach when he 
took it into the endzone to put the Cou-
gars up 32-31.

The defense made the tenuous one-
point lead stand. In fact, the defense 
thwarted Washington throughout the 
second half, limiting the Husky offense 
to one field goal and 93 total yards in the 
second half.

reWard
The reward for beating Washington was 

not only possession of the Apple Cup, but 
it also meant a berth to the Aloha Bowl, 
only the fourth bowl appearance in the 
program’s history and the first since the 
1981 team went to the Holiday Bowl.

“I had the feeling, ‘Ah, God that was 
great,’” Utley recalled. “At that point in 
time, Mike Utley made the right choice 

way back five years ago, signing that 
piece of paper and joining the Washing-
ton State Cougar family. I made the right 
choice.”

For Utley, a trip to the Aloha Bowl signi-
fied more than a reward for just the 1988 
season, it was for his entire collegiate 
career at WSU.

“All that hard work, blood, sweat, and 
tears that we had given for five years to 
Washington State, we finally got the team 
kudos of going to the Aloha Bowl,” Utley 
said. “We were being rewarded with the 
chance to represent Washington State 
University, ourselves in the Aloha Bowl, 
and have a week of sunshine.”

The Aloha Bowl would be played on 
Christmas Day, in the sunshine, in front 
of a nationally-televised audience, with 
WSU alumnus Keith Jackson calling the 
play-by-play for the ABC network.

The Cougars were matched-up against 
the Cougars . . . from Houston.

“We were at a luau and we talked about 
who the real Cougars were,” Stallworth 
said. “We were saying how we were the 
real Cougars, and we would show it.”

Unlike the UCLA and Washington 
games, WSU made sure not to dig itself a 
hole in Hawaii.

The Cougars did trail Houston 3-0 after 
the first quarter but then exploded for 24 
second quarter points.

The second quarter scoring barrage 
started when wide receiver Victor Wood 

The Cougars’ 24-22 victory over Houston in the 1988 Aloha Bowl was the first bowl victory for the 
Washington State football program since the 1916 Rose Bowl.

continued from page 9

Shawn Landrum’s fourth quarter blocked punt 
set up the Cougars for their game-winning 
touchdown in the 1988 Apple Cup.

The scoreboard tells the story as the fans celebrate the Cougars’ Apple Cup victory. 
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With the college recruiting process 
becoming extremely visible with 

boosters and the media, the WSU Com-
pliance Office wanted to review the par-
ticular recruiting periods for our sports.  
As a fan of WSU Athletics, have you ever 
heard from a coach that he/she cannot 
talk to a prospective student-athlete on 
campus because it is a dead period?  Each 
sport at the NCAA Division I level has 
four recruiting periods that take place 
during the year.  These four recruiting 
periods are: Contact Period, Evaluation 
Period, Quiet Period, and Dead Period.  

A contact period is when it is permis-
sible for any authorized staff members to 
make in-person, off-campus recruiting 
contacts and evaluations with a prospec-
tive student-athlete. However, as stated in 
NCAA Bylaw 13.1.1.1, off-campus recruit-

ing contacts can only be made with an 
individual or his or her legal guardians 
after July 1 following the completion 
of the junior year of high school for the 
prospective student-athlete.

Next, an evaluation period is a time 
when athletic department coaching staff 
can be involved in off-campus activities 
to assess the academic qualifications 
and playing ability of the prospective 
student-athlete. During these off-campus 
evaluations, the coaching staff is not per-
mitted to make face-to-face contact with 
the prospective student-athlete.

During a quiet period, contacts are 
acceptable with prospective student-
athletes, provided they occur only on 
WSU’s campus. There are no instances 
of permissible in-person, off-campus 
contacts or evaluations during a quiet 
period.  During this time, prospective 
student-athletes may make unofficial 
visits and official visits to an institution’s 
campus.  

Finally, during a dead period, it is not 
permissible to make in-person contacts 
with any prospective student-athletes 
on- or off-campus. A dead period also 
provides for a moratorium for evalua-
tions on- or off-campus, and official and 
unofficial visits. During this time pro-
spective student-athletes are not allowed 
to receive complimentary admissions to 
a WSU home athletics event. One excep-
tion is provided in NCAA Bylaw 13.7.2.5, 
which states free admission can be made 

available to an athletics event only for 
a group, rather than the individual and 
only if the prospective student-athlete is 
visiting campus for purposes other than 
recruiting. Also, during a dead period, 
coaching staff are not allowed to serve as 
a speaker or attend a meeting or banquet 
if a prospective student-athlete will be 
in attendance. However, NCAA Bylaw 
13.1.9.1 states this is permissible only if 
a meeting or banquet is in conjunction 
with the institution’s appearance in a 
postseason contest, and only if it is open 
to the general public. In addition, the 
coach is not allowed to make a recruiting 
presentation and may not have direct 
contact with any prospective student-
athlete in attendance. Contact with a 
prospective student-athlete via email or 
telephone calls is permissible during a 
dead period. 

Hopefully this helps explain the 
recruiting periods the WSU coaching 
staff deals with during the year.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact the Compliance 
Office if you have any questions regard-
ing WSU, Pac-10 or NCAA rules and/or 
regulations.

Do you have a question for the 
Compliance Office? Please contact 
the WSU Athletics Compliance Office 
at (509) 335-2006 or via e-mail at 
compintern@wsu.edu.

picked up a Broussard fumble and took it 
in five yards for a touchdown that put the 
Cougars ahead 7-3.

On their next possession, Wood caught 
a 15-yard scoring pass from Rosenbach to 
extend WSU’s lead to 14-3.

After a Landrum interception of 
Houston quarterback Andre Ware, Jason 
Hanson kicked a 33-yard field goal and 
Rosenbach capped the scoring with a 
one-yard sneak to put WSU up 24-9.

WSU limited Houston to five first 
downs, 46 yards rushing, and 77 yards 
passing in the first half. The second half 
would be different as in a reverse from 
previous games, it was WSU that would 
hold off a late opponent rally.

Houston had cut its deficit to 24-22 and 
was driving late in the fourth quarter. 
With 2:44 left, Houston faced a second 
and five at WSU’s 31-yard line. Quarter-
back David Dacus, who had replaced 
Ware, connected with receiver James 
Dixon; however, linebacker Tuineau 
Alipate also connected with Dixon, and 
forced a fumble that was recovered by 
Artie Holmes at the WSU five-yard line. 

Rosenbach and the offense ran out 
the clock and secured the program’s first 
bowl win since the 1916 Rose Bowl. 

“It all snowballed in the victory against 
the Houston Cougars, being with fami-
lies, meeting new people,” Utley said. 
“That is what it was all about.”

“It was a group that came together,” 
Erickson said.

And, 20 years later, they came together 
once again on the Martin Stadium field.

“When we had the reunion on the 
field, seeing all of those guys coming 
back, you look back and say this was the 
right thing to do,” Utley said. “The Uni-
versity allowed us to become educated, 
and allowed us to become men and 
become examples and role models in the 
community. 

“That is what Washington State gave 
us. In return, we took the opportunity to 
play the game we love.”
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